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Objective 

 Inform everyone of basic healthcare and housing laws, particularly for immigrant 

populations during an age of COVID.

In this presentation I will cover:

 Public Charge

 Healthcare

 Housing 



Public Charge 

 Is a legal term used in immigration law.

 It is part of a screening process used by U.S. 

immigration officials primarily when someone is 

applying for lawful permanent residence 

(LPR/“green card” status).

 If someone is considered a public charge, then they 

won’t be able to get a green card.

 This means that any applications for green cards or 

to change/extend non-immigrant visas postmarked 

on or after February 24, 2020 will be affected by 

the new Rule.



Who is subject to Public Charge?

 People in the U.S. who are in the process of applying for green card status through 

a family member, employer, or through the Diversity Visa lottery;

 People who already have a green card but who have either (a) traveled abroad for 

more than 180 days, or (b) traveled abroad and have a criminal conviction, and 

are seeking to re-enter the U.S.;

 People applying to change or extend their nonimmigrant visas will be asked 

whether they have or intend to use benefits for 12 out of 36-months, one part of 

the new public charge Rule.



Does Public Charge Affect All 

Immigrants?

 NO!

Those not applying for green cards

Does NOT impact:

 US Citizens

 Those applying for citizenship

 Those that already have their green card



Does Public Charge Affect All 

Immigrants? Cont.

 No!

Those that are applying for Green Card

 Refugees, asylees, and people seeking cancellation of 

removal. 

 Special Immigrant Juveniles (SIJ); Special Immigrant Visa 

Holders (Afghan or Iraqi nationals who helped the U.S.).

 VAWA, U, and T Visa applicants and holders. 

 Persons eligible to adjust under the Cuban Adjustment Act 

(CAA), Nicaraguan Adjustment & Central American Relief 

Act (NACARA), Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act 

(HRIFA), or Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act. 



Benefits Impacted By Public Charge

 a)Cash assistance, Supplemental Security Income (SSI); 

 b) Government funded long-term institutional care;

 c) Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP);

 d) Federally-funded Medicaid for a very narrow group of 
immigrants (State-funded Medicaid, Essential Plan, NYC 
Care and other forms of hospital financial assistance do 
NOT count); 

 e) New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA)/public housing 
or Section 8. 

Before Feb 24th 2020, only (a) and (b) will impact applicants. After Feb 
24th 2020, (c)-(e) will impact applicants depending on the duration. 

UPDATES POSTED HERE: 
https://www.legalaidnyc.org/notice/public-charge/

https://www.legalaidnyc.org/notice/public-charge/


Contact Info

 Call an immigration lawyer: If your client already has an immigration lawyer and 

they are planning to apply for a green card, they should call their lawyer and tell 

them they need to speak about how the new Rule impacts their plans to seek a 

green card. 

 Get a lawyer: If your client doesn’t have an immigration lawyer, they can call 

ActionNYC at 800- 354-0365, between 9am-5pm, M-F, or call 311 and say 

“ActionNYC.” 

 Question about how public charge applies to your client? Call The Legal Aid 

Society’s Immigration Helpline at 844-955-3425, between 9am-5pm, M-F. 



Healthcare



Access to Healthcare for Immigrants 

 The New York State Department of Health announced 
that Emergency Medicaid, which is available to 
undocumented immigrants for treatment of emergency 
conditions, will provide coverage for testing, evaluation, 
and treatment of COVID-19. 

 Many groups of immigrants in New York are eligible for 
full health coverage through Medicaid or the Essential 
Plan, including those who are considered Permanently 
Residing Under Color of Law (PRUCOL) because their 
presence in the United States is known and acquiesced 
to by the federal government

 Undocumented immigrants who are not considered 
PRUCOL are eligible for Medicaid benefits for the 
treatment of emergency conditions only (or when they 
are pregnant and up to 60 days postpartum). 



Healthcare cont.

 No New Yorkers should hesitate to seek treatment for 
COVID-19 symptoms because of lack of insurance or 
immigration status. 

 Eligible New Yorkers can enroll in Medicaid (including 
Emergency Medicaid) through the New York State of 
Health marketplace at 1-855-355-5777 or 
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/

 Hospitals and clinics can also assist with Medicaid 
(including Emergency Medicaid) applications.

 All low-income New Yorkers regardless of immigration 
status can access free or low-cost health care at New 
York City Health + Hospitals locations. Anyone who is 
uninsured can enroll in the Health + Hospitals Options 
program at 1-844-NYC-4NYC

https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/


Housing



Housing 

 Courts are closed, landlords cannot sue you and you 
cannot be evicted for any reason as long as the 
moratorium lasts

 The Chief Administrative Judge of New York State issued 
a memo on Sunday, March 15, effective 5pm on Monday 
March 16, which states: "All eviction proceedings and 
pending eviction orders shall be suspended statewide 
until further notice.

 This means that during this health crisis, landlords 
can't sue, there will be no evictions, and all courts 
that hear eviction cases are closed.

 The moratorium applies to both residential tenants (in 
all types of housing) and commercial tenants.

 There will be no evictions of any kind, for anyone, as 
long as the moratorium is in place.

http://bit.ly/statememo


What If I can’t pay my rent? 

 Millions of people can’t pay rent right now. 

 The moratorium buys you time because the landlord can’t 
sue you or evict you. 

 It doesn’t mean you won’t be obligated to pay rent later, 
but you don’t have to worry about court or an eviction 
right now.

 If you entered into an agreement in court prior to the 
moratorium that required you to pay rent by a certain 
date and you can no longer make that payment, your 
landlord cannot call the marshal/sheriff/law 
enforcement agency to evict you as long as the 
moratorium is in effect

 All tenants are entitled to due process; only a judge can 
evict you. Because courts are closed and all evictions are 
suspended during this moratorium, your landlord cannot 
evict you.



How do I get needed repairs from my 

landlord if courts are closed?

 In NYC, you can still go to housing court for 
emergency repairs.

 All other options to get repairs are still available, for 
instance by calling 311, applying to DHCR for a rent 
reduction, etc.

 However, please keep in mind that with closures 
increasing throughout the City and State, 
enforcement agencies may be working with limited 
staff, and it may take longer to get repairs or 
inspections. 

 Emergency repairs for NYC tenants include heat and 
hot water cases, vacates, access for heat and hot 
water, and other major emergencies, lead cases with 
the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
and/or violations for lead remediation.



Organizing a Rent Strike

1. Tenant starts organizing neighbors interested in joining a tenant association

2. Tenants start filing complaints with 311 for the bad conditions/harassment

3. You get enough tenants on board and have your first meeting

4. There you decide to officially form a tenant association and someone takes the 
initiative to draft a letter on behalf of the TA letting landlord know they have 
formed a TA and including the list of bad conditions and other demands,

5. That letter is sent to the landlord and other elected officials and the city 
agencies can be copied on it so the landlord understands that you know your 
rights

6. Your demand letter includes a time limitation for a response, can be 30 days or 
less

7. If no response from the landlord, the TA can escalate by deciding to go on a rent 
strike

8. Just this particular phase can take one whole month and doesn’t include the 
relationship building and outreach that it will take to even get to this point 
where you have your first meeting



Keep in Mind!

 Do not post letters to anyone’s doors stating right away 

that you are organizing a rent strike

 You just don’t know what everyone’s take is on this and so 

you want to get a sense first by having a conversation, not 

by letting them know in a letter you’ve posted on their 

door

 Another reason for not being open about a rent strike right 

away with neighbors you don’t know well is that you do 

not know where their allegiance falls

 They might think the landlord is on their side and they 

might not want to ruin the relationship they think they 

have with the landlord even during a pandemic.



How can I get more information?

 Statewide hotline: 833-503-0447, open 24/7. They will soon be able to answer 

questions in all languages with interpreters

 In NYC, you can also call Housing Court Answers, 9am-5pm, Monday-

Friday: 212-962-4795 or 718-557-1379

 In the Capital District and in Upstate NY, you can call United Tenants of Albany's 

Housing Hotline, 9am-5pm Monday-Friday at (518) 436-8997, ext. 3 for 

referrals and guidance about your housing questions.


